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1.0 Introduction  
The Crann Centre (hereafter referred to as Crann) recognises the importance of 
managing research data—its collection, storage, and use—in ensuring high-quality 
research and academic integrity. Accurate, retrievable data is essential for verifying 
research processes and outcomes. 
 
Research data not only supports current work but also has long-term value for future 
research, services, and public good. 
 
This Research Data Management (RDM) Policy establishes a framework for managing 
data throughout its lifecycle, including collection, curation, storage, organisation, 
retrieval, reuse, sharing, archiving, and disposal. It aligns with international best 
practices and complies with legal, ethical, contractual, and intellectual property 
requirements, as well as those set by funding bodies and publishers. 
 
 2.0 Scope   
This policy applies to all staff and individuals involved in research with Crann or in its 
name. In cases of third-party funded research, agreements regarding intellectual 
property, access, and data storage may take precedence, in line with Crann’s Code of 
Research Conduct. 
  
3.0 Principles   

• Crann supports best practices in research data management through policies, 
guidance, training, and support. 

• Researchers, service providers, and relevant collaborators should work together 
to implement these practices. 

• Research data will be managed to the highest standards throughout its lifecycle, 
reflecting Crann’s commitment to excellence. 

• Research data should be compliant to the principles of FAIR data:   
o Findable: Identifiable, retrievable, and available when needed.   
o Accessible: Made available to others in line with appropriate legal, statutory 

(including data protection regulations), ethical, contractual, intellectual 
property, data sharing and open access principles in a suitable repository or 
archiving system with persistent identifiers.   

o Interoperable: Should be accurate, complete, authentic and reliable, and 
where possible made available in non-proprietary formats that facilitate data 
exchange and re-use.   
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o Re-Useable: Assigned a licence for open use where possible in compliance 
with intellectual property rights, and if no third-party rights, data protection, 
legal requirements or property laws prohibit it.   

• Research data should be stored in compliance with legal, ethical, and funding 
requirements, as well as the National Policy Statement on Ensuring Research 
Integrity in Ireland. 

• Research data must be securely stored for as long as needed by the researcher, 
the research community, or as required by funders, publishers, and regulations. 
Typically, data should be retained for at least ten years after publication. If the 
data contains personal or sensitive information, informants must be informed of 
the retention policy in accordance with data protection regulations. 

• When deleting or destroying research data—due to expired retention or 
legal/ethical reasons—it must comply with relevant legal, ethical, and funding 
guidelines, as well as collaborator requirements, while ensuring confidentiality 
and security. 

• Personal data breaches must be handled according to Crann’s data protection 
policies. 

• Research projects funded by external parties or involving collaborations may be 
subject to contractual requirements, such as funder terms, grant agreements, or 
industry contracts. These obligations, including data ownership, management, 
confidentiality, IT security, and publication requirements, are legally binding and 
take precedence over this policy. Researchers must ensure compliance with 
both the policy and any applicable contractual obligations. 

 
4.0 Roles and responsibilities  
Researchers are responsible for:  

• Managing research data in accordance with the principles above.   
• Developing and documenting clear procedures for the collection, storage, use, 

access, retention, or destruction of research data, including protocols for 
collaborative projects. This should be included in a research data management 
plan. For research involving personal data, researchers must ensure contracts 
or agreements with collaborators meet data protection obligations. 

• Planning for the ongoing custodianship of data after research completion or in 
the event of departure from Crann, ensuring agreements are made regarding 
data storage location. For research involving personal data, agreements must 
align with the communicated expectations of participants. 

• Ensuring compliance with research data management requirements from 
publishers, funding bodies, regulatory agencies, or research contracts with 
Crann.   
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• Familiarising themselves with the Crann Centre Research Open Access Policy.   
Crann is committed to ensuring good research data management practices and will 
monitor compliance. It reserves the right to verify that data is stored in line with this 
policy, the Research Data Management Plan (see: Science Europe example), and 
relevant funding and publisher requirements. 
 
5.0 Personal data and General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)  
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), effective from 25 May 2018, 
strengthens data protection for individuals in the EU and imposes greater 
responsibilities on organisations handling personal data. Researchers must familiarise 
themselves with and comply with these regulations. 
 
6.0 Supporting Procedures, Policies, or Statutes  
All research governance documents at Crann are interconnected. For comprehensive 
understanding and to access these related documents, please visit the following 
website: https://cranncentre.ie/research-and-outcomes/  
 
7.0 Policy Review   
This policy will be reviewed periodically to ensure its continued relevance, informed by 
case outcomes and changes in the external policy landscape. 
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