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Note: All policies and related documents and forms are subject to change. Please
visit the Crann Centre website for the most current version; see:
https://cranncentre.ie/research-and-outcomes/
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1.0 Introduction

In line with the National Action Plan for Open Research, the Crann Centre (hereafter
referred to as Crann) believes that research should advance knowledge within
academic circles while fostering meaningful connections with the broader community,
policymakers, industry partners, and the public. Crann is committed to improving the
accessibility and visibility of our research outputs through open research practices.

Open research, also known as open science or open scholarship, is an approach to the
scientific process that emphasises collaborative work, accessible tools, and the
dissemination of knowledge." In alignment with Ireland's endorsement of the UNESCO
Recommendation on Open Science,? we adopt the following definition:
Open science is defined as an inclusive construct that combines various
movements and practices aiming to make multilingual scientific knowledge
openly available, accessible and reusable for everyone, to increase scientific
collaborations and sharing of information for the benefits of science and society,
and to open the processes of scientific knowledge creation, evaluation and
communication to societal actors beyond the traditional scientific community.

We uphold and endorse UNESCOQO'’s definition of the core values of open research,
which include quality and integrity, collective benefit, equity and fairness, and diversity
and inclusiveness. Open research practices enhance research quality and integrity by
promoting transparency and enabling broader evaluation and scrutiny. By sharing
research outputs with the global community, these practices benefit everyone,
positioning research as a global public good and fostering equity through equal access
to knowledge.® Moreover, making research publications openly and freely accessible
contributes to informed citizenship, democratises knowledge, and maximises the
impact of research processes and outputs.*

This policy aligns Crann's research activities with the principles of Open Research,
promoting transparency, enhancing collaboration, and increasing broader impacts.

" As defined by the Horizon Europe (2021-2027) Framework Programme for R&l: https://open-research-
europe.ec.europa.eu/an-introduction-to-open-research

2 UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science:
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en

3 National Action Plan for Open Research 2022 — 2030: https://norf.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2022/11/National-Action-Plan-for-Open-Research-webversion.pdf

4 National Action Plan for Open Research 2022 — 2030. https://norf.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2022/11/National-Action-Plan-for-Open-Research-webversion.pdf
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2.0 Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to ensure open access to and long-term preservation of
Crann’s research outputs to the fullest extent possible. Open research encompasses
several specific practices,® including:

e Open access to publications

e Openresearch data

e Open-source software and tools

e Open workflows

e Citizen science

e Openeducationalresources

e Alternative methods for research evaluation

These practices are not ends in themselves; they help achieve a more transparent and
trustworthy global research knowledge system or knowledge commons.® Crann aims to
align its efforts with the European Commission's ambitions regarding open science,
which are organised into eight key areas:
1. opendata
European Open Science Cloud (EOSC)
new generation metrics
future of scholarly communication
rewards
research integrity and reproducibility of scientific results
education and skills

® N OO

citizen science.”

3.0 Scope
This policy and the associated procedures apply to all staff and individuals engaged in
research work with Crann or undertaking any research activities in Crann’s name.

4.0 Common Principles
Crann adopts the following principles on Open Access policy as set out in the National
Principles for Open Access Policy Statement Ireland:

5 National Action Plan for Open Research 2022 — 2030: https://norf.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2022/11/National-Action-Plan-for-Open-Research-webversion.pdf

8 As called for in the final report of the European Commission’s Open Science Policy Platform (2020) and
the Joint Appeal for Open Science by the Directors-General of UNESCO and WHO and the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights (https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/joint-appeal-open-science).
’The EU’s open science policy: https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/strategy-
2020-2024/our-digitalfuture/open-science_en
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a. This policy confirms the freedom of researchers to publish wherever they feel is
the most appropriate.

b. This policy aims to enhance the visibility of and improve access to the research
outputs funded by the Irish State, particularly when published by the
researchers involved.

c. This policy aims to facilitate the free exchange of information among national
and international research communities. It supports the principles of research-
enabled teaching and learning and the creation of Open Educational Resources
(OER). Additionally, it seeks to enhance Open Innovation by promoting more
effective knowledge transfer and dissemination. Furthermore, the policy
encourages greater transparency, accountability, and public awareness of the
outcomes of publicly funded research.

d. This policyis based on recognised best practice.®®'° " 2 |t complements and
reinforces pre-existing Open Access policies and practices from Irish research
funding organisations, Irish research performing organisations and Irish library
and repository groups.

4.1 General Principles

e Peer-reviewed journal articles and other research outputs resulting in whole or in
part from publicly funded research should be deposited in an Open-Access
repository and made publicly discoverable, accessible, and re-usable as soon
as possible and on an ongoing basis.

o Authors shall deposit post-prints (or the publisher’s version if permitted)
plus metadata of articles accepted for publication in peer-reviewed
journals and international conference proceedings on Crann’s Website.

o All peer-reviewed journal articles and conference publications should be
deposited on Crann’s Website. Other research outputs, including books,

8 EURAB Report and Recommendations on ‘Scientific Publication: policy on open access’ (December
2006): http://ec.europa.eu/research/eurab/pdf/eurab_scipub_report_recomm_dec06_en.pdf

9 European Commission ‘Open Access Pilot in Framework 7’ (August 2008):
https://commission.europa.eu/research-and-innovation_en?fuseaction=public.topic&id=1300&lang=1
0 European Commission ‘Recommendations on Access to and Preservation of Scientific Information’
(July 2012): http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/document_library/pdf_06/recommendation-
access-and-preservation-scientific information_en.pdf

" European Commission ‘Communication Towards better access to scientific information: Boosting the
benefits of public investments in research’: http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-
society/document_library/pdf_06/era-communication towards-better-access-to-scientific-
information_en.pdf

12 70ECD ‘Principles and Guidelines on Access to Research Data from Public Funding’
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/9/61/3850081 3.pdf
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book chapters, and reports, should also be deposited on Crann’s
Website.

o Depositon Crann’s Website should be made as soon as possible, ideally
at the time of acceptance for publication and no later than the date of
formal publication.

o Metadata shall comprise the complete bibliographic and descriptive data
and should comply with national and international standards and
agreements for harvesting, reporting, and interoperability.

e Crann will publish the metadata on its website immediately upon deposit. Open
access to the full-text paper should be provided immediately upon deposit or by
the publication date at the latest.

o Itisimportant to respect publishers' copyright, licensing, and embargo
policies.

o Some publishers may impose access restrictions on full-text articles.
Typically, these embargo periods should not exceed six months for
scientific, technical, and health science research publications, and 12
months for research outputs in the arts, humanities, and social sciences.

e Researchers are encouraged to publish in Open Access Journals; however, doing
so is not required to comply with this Open Access policy. Additionally, paying
extra Open Access charges under the 'Gold' Open Access modelis not
necessary for compliance with this policy.

o Researchers and the agencies that fund their research may opt to pay for
this option. 'Gold' Open Access complements, but does not replace, the
requirement to deposit research papers in an Open Access repository,
such as Crann's website, as outlined by this policy.

o Research papers published in Open Access Journals must also be
deposited in an Open Access repository, like Crann's website, just like
other publications.

e Arepository, such as Crann’s website, is appropriate for this purpose if it offers
free public access to its contents, supports interoperability with other
repositories and research information systems, is harvestable by national and
international aggregators, and takes measures for long-term preservation.

e Research data should be deposited on Crann’s website whenever possible, and
it should be linked to related publications where appropriate.

e [tisimportantto consider European and national data protection regulations in
relation to research data, as well as concerns regarding trade secrets,
confidentiality, and national security.
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e Atthe very least, metadata describing the research data, including its location
and access rights, should be deposited on Crann’s website.

5.0 Procedures

At the time of acceptance for publication, please email the full-text file for the final
manuscript version of your publication to the Research and Impact Lead at Crann. On
receipt of your file, Crann will publish the final manuscript version on open access at
the earliest date possible, taking account of any restrictions placed by the publisher or
authors.

6.0 Supporting Procedures, Policies, or Statutes

All research governance documents at Crann are interconnected. For comprehensive
understanding and to access these related documents, please visit the following
website: https://cranncentre.ie/governance/

7.0 Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed periodically to ensure its continued relevance, informed by
case outcomes and changes in the external policy landscape.
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